Embryology, Anatomy, and Imaging of the Biliary Tree.
"The anatomy of the biliary tree is notoriously variable. This variation is the bane of the hepatobiliary surgeon, to whom an understanding of biliary anatomic variation is key to the planning and safe conduct of liver surgery, from oncological resections to split-liver transplantation. The hepatic diverticulum, also termed "the liver bud," is the first semblance of the biliary system in the human embryo. A variety of techniques used in the mid twentieth century for imaging the biliary tree have since been abandoned in favor of more practical, safer, less invasive, and more sensitive and specific contemporary methods."